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British Gypsum Metal Sections

Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations

COSHH Report
Products: 
Gyproc metal studs, channels, ceiling sections, angle sections, beads, clips etc.

Manufacturer: 
British Gypsum Limited, Head Office, East Leake, Loughborough. Leics. LE12 6HX.

1. Use
Gyproc metal sections are used in conjunction with Gyproc plasterboards, plasterboard laminates and Glasroc glass fibre reinforced gypsum to form internal wall and ceiling systems, lining and encasements.
2. Typical composition
Steel sections comply with the following standards:
BS2989: 1982 Specification for continuously hot-dip zinc coated and iron-zinc coated sheet steel
BS2994: 1976 Specification for cold rolled steel sections
BS7364: 1990 Specification for galvanised steel studs and channels for stud and sheet partitions and linings using screw fixed Gyproc wallboards.
The steel sections may have a residual coating of roll-forming lubricant. This is typically a blend of mineral oil, emulsifiers, corrosion inhibitors and biocides.
3.Physical and chemical properties.
Physical state: Galvanised mild steel weight up to 2.5kg/m
4. Unloading and storage
Steel sections are normally strapped or branded for transport and storage purposes. They can be off loaded mechanically using a suitable fork-lift truck. Safety retaining ropes or slings should be used with hoists or cranes. Store under cover in clean, dry conditions, out of contact with dry cement, lime, plaster or mortar. The sections should be stacked flat and supported along their length. Full bundles should not be stacked more than eight high with each bundle separated by timber or other means of adequate proportion.
5. Disposal
At a tip designated for building products, an authorised land-fill site or for scrap. 
Keep out of reach of children.

6. Health hazards, precautions and first aid
Steel sections are not intended to support body weight. Fixers must work from an independent support.
a. Eye contact: 
Eye injury could occur when breaking open the strapping, due to the release of tension. Steel shavings and sparks are produced when using power tools.
Precautions: 
Wear suitable eye protection when cutting the strapping and when using power tools.
First aid: 

In the event of eye injury, seek medical attention.
b. Skin contact
Health hazard: 
Laceration on sharp corners and edges; or when breaking open the strapping, due to the release of tension.
Contamination with residual forming lubricants may cause irritation. Steel shavings and sparks are produced when using power tools.
Precautions: 
Wear gloves and suitable protective clothing when manually off-loading and unpacking. Individuals with existing skin problems or those sensitized to mineral oils should protect hands using a skin barrier cream or suitable gloves. Wear suitable protection when using hand or power tools.
First aid: 

If irritation or injury occurs, seek medical attention.
c. Inhalation
Not applicable
d. Ingestion 
Not applicable
e. Exposure limits
Not applicable
f. Fire and explosion hazards
None
