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AND THE BIRTHDAY GIFT?sub-committee to explore this area and produce good
acoustics guidance for offices.

OWA UK’s Managing Director, Andrew Smith, wrapped 
up the presentations, emphasising how the company
had done so well, thanks to a combination of
world-class standards, innovation, know-how and
working closely with clients.

He said: “The business is all about knowing the people
we work with, either those inside the company or our
clients and customers. It’s all about building trust.”

And with that, the guests took a cruise down the
Thames, from Westminster to the Thames Barrier. 

It seems the celebrations were a success. Among 
the guests’ comments:-

“IT WAS GREAT TO CATCH UP WITH COLLEAGUES
AND FRIENDS AND MEET NEW PEOPLE...”

“I NEVER REALISED THE SCALE AND
COMPETENCIES OF THIS ORGANISATION, 
NOR THAT IT WAS GLOBAL.”

“THE AIS/OWA STRATEGIC PLANNING RESEARCH
WILL BE OF REAL VALUE TO THE SECTOR.”

Then followed a champagne reception, dinner and
entertainment into the night.

Nearly £7000 was raised for World Emergency Relief -
through a charity auction among OWA’s guests. The
money raised will go to help the victims of the cyclone 
in Burma and to relieve suffering in other disaster
areas.

“We wanted to thank our customers - the architects, 
planners, contractors and distributors - for their confidence 
in the quality and reliability of OWA,”

Andrew Smith, Managing Director of OWA UK.
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BLADERUNNER -
A cut above the rest

Simply position BladeRunner on the edge of the
plasterboard with the board sandwiched between
the two magnetic parts, then guide the tool down
the length of the board. BladeRunner’s concealed
blades will score both sides at the same time,
allowing the section to be cleanly snapped away
with minimal dust. Versus using a standard utility
knife, BladeRunner achieves a neat, professional
finish in half the time, saving time and resources
on site.

In addition, the concealed blades and the fact that
the blade is safely pushed away from the user
whilst walking forward, not backwards, means that
the chance of accidents is greatly minimised. 

Rob Crane, Senior Market Manager at Artex, said:
“BladeRunner is sure to become a must have
gadget, but it’s certainly no gimmick. Our product
development team has hit on an innovation which 
is set to change the way plasterboard is cut on site
forever, saving time and money and safeguarding
the user from harm.”

BladeRunner will cut standard Gyproc WallBoard
and performance boards, such as Gyproc FireLine
and Gyproc SoundBloc, in both 12.5mm and
15mm board thicknesses. Arcs, shapes and
corners are also possible when cutting Gyproc
WallBoard, as the tool is easily manoeuvred to
achieve exceptionally clean lines.

BladeRunner’s unique easy-change blades last
twice as long as traditional utility knife blades, with
replacement blade cartridges on sale in 6 and 12
packs. A handy BladeRunner carrying holster is
also available.

BladeRunner, from Gyproc Professional Tools, is set to revolutionise the way that plasterboard is cut on site. The easy to use,
hand-held device cuts both sides of the plasterboard simultaneously, reducing cutting time by at least half. BladeRunner also
makes cutting arcs, shapes and corners a simple and hassle free process.

Drywall
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Kiln-dried CLS timber stud
– now in stock

Timber

Feedback from within the industry tells us that
timber stud is becoming an increasingly cost
effective and viable alternative to metal. We know
at least one major UK house builder has switched
its building spec from metal to timber.

AA ssttaabbllee  ssppeecciiffiiccaattiioonn  ffoorr  aa  wwoorrkkmmaannlliikkee  jjoobb
50 x 75 CLS is regularised to a finished size of 38
x 63mm with all four edges eased (rounded off) for
better manual handling. It comes in 3.0m and
4.8m lengths. Our CLS has also been kiln-dried for
in-situ stability. It gives you a product that doesn’t
shrink or move the moment the building owners
turn on the heating.

Kiln-dried CLS enhances a timber offer that
already includes shadow battens, stud infills, and
12mm and 18mm WISA-Spruce plywood.

WWIISSAA--SSpprruuccee::  aa  ffllaatt  aanndd  rriiggiidd  ssttrruuccttuurraall  ppllyy
Since adding plywood to our offering, it has proven
to be extremely popular. We selected WISA-Spruce
for its performance. It’s a well-engineered board
with a balanced construction and fully documented
technical characteristics. WISA-Spruce is
lightweight and economical, with long-term
flatness and rigidity. It’s an ideal panel for
structural use, particularly for roofs, floors and wall
sheathing.

FFrroomm  ssaapplliinngg  ttoo  ssaawwmmiillll  ttoo  ssiittee,,  CCCCFF  hhaavvee
CChhaaiinn  ooff  CCuussttooddyy
Both CLS stud and WISA-Spruce ply come with full
timber certification and Chain of Custody (CofC)
documentation.

The Travis Perkins Group is one of the pioneers of
CofC in the UK, and one of the largest CofC holders
in Europe. The company works with the two main
standards for well-managed timber certification:
FSC and PEFC. By bringing the CCF branch
network into the Travis Perkins timber supply
chain, we too can offer industry-leading CofC
documentation.

CCeerrttiiffiieedd  ttiimmbbeerr  hheellppss  yyoouu  mmeeeett  tteennddeerr
ssppeecciiffiiccaattiioonnss
To win a tender, you have to meet the specification
head on – and that often includes conforming to a
customer‘s responsible purchasing policy. Most
construction companies now align themselves with
the government‘s Central Point of Expertise on

Timber (CPET), a body that recognises five
certification schemes including FSC and PEFC.

When you buy CofC timber from CCF, you know
that there is an unbroken chain from the forest in
which the timber grew to your construction site.
That’s the whole point of CofC: you can tell that the
timber you are buying is the same timber that was 

felled in a well-managed and certified forest. At
every stage along the supply chain, CofC timber is
clearly marked, properly segregated, and fully
documented.

Whenever you need CLS Timber, think CCF. Our new 50 x 75 CLS (Canadian Lumber Standard) timber stud
is a superb addition to our studwork range. It complements our wide choice of metal stud products and is
stocked at most CCF branches nationwide.

TT-COC-001671
©1996 Forest Stewardship Council A.C. PEFC/16-37-008

*Valid until 31 December 2008

FFuurrtthheerr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn
To find out more about our Timber range and if you can obtain CofC Timber where you’re working, contact
your local CCF branch or visit www.ccfltd.co.uk.

TTiimmbbeerr SSiizzee CCCCFF  CCooddee PPrriiccee  eexx  VVAATT PPrriiccee  iinncc  VVAATT CCeerrttiiffiieedd

CLS stud 50mm x 75mm x 3.0m 956011 £1.74 Each £2.04 Each �

CLS stud 50mm x 75mm x 4.8m 847892 £2.78 Each £3.27 Each �

WISA-Spruce ply 2400mm x 1200mm x 12mm 234428 £13.25 Per Sheet £15.57 Per Sheet �

WISA-Spruce ply 2400mm x 1200mm x 18mm 234429 £18.95 Per Sheet £22.27 Per Sheet �

DDiissccoouunntteedd  TTiimmbbeerr  PPrriicceess aanndd  SSppeecciiffiiccaattiioonnss**

FSC/PEFC
We are committed to working within the two main standards for well managed
timber certification: FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) and PEFC (Programme
for the Endorsement of Forest Certification).

By buying FSC certified wood we are supporting better management of the
world’s forests.
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Screeding

The Knopp Group was established in 1981 as a
manufacturer of concrete additives. The company’s
product range has since expanded to include a
wide range of screed additives. In 20 years of use,
European screeders have used Knopp additives to
help lay more than 50 million square metres of
screed.

Knopp brand their screeding additives under the
Contopp banner – an extensive range that includes
Accelerator Systems and Hardening Agents.
Contopp Accelerator Systems can achieve drying
times of between 2 and 16 days, depending on the
requirement. The same drying periods apply to the
Contopp Accelerator Compound range. But the
accelerator compounds also offer hydrophobic
action and fibre re-enforcement.

All Knopp products have easy dose instructions,
while special plasticisers give the compound its
enhanced workability. Contopp Accelerator
Compound remains the most effective high-quality
screed accelerator on the market.
Contopp Hardening Agents are liquid additives.

They too have easy dosage instructions. These
hardening agents can achieve compressive
strengths of up to 60N. That makes them highly
effective in the industrial and commercial sectors
as well as in high-traffic areas such as airports
and hospitals. Knopp also supply hardening agents
that combine the benefits of fibre re-enforcement
and hydrophobic action. Another advantage of
Contopp Hardening Agents is that certain ranges
can be mixed with accelerator products for
enhanced performance such as drying times of
two days and a compressive strength of up to 40N.

Knopp‘s full product range also includes bonding
agents and after-care treatments. All of these
products are now available within the UK
exclusively through CCF.

The cost-effectiveness and quality of their
products has turned Knopp into a major player
within the European screed additive market. The
company intends to maintain that position. It
continues to develop more effective products and
to distribute them widely across Europe. It won’t

be long before Knopp is as well-known in the UK
as it is across Europe.

Wherever your job is, no matter how big or small,
CCF has the screeding products for you and a
service that delivers nationwide, direct to the site.

To find out more about Knopp and CCF’s range of
screeding products, contact Nikki Warburton
National Product Manager - Screeding on
07825 783394.

Knopp GmbH, a German manufacturer of concrete and screed additives, have signed an
exclusive UK distribution deal with CCF. The partnership is great news for the UK screeding
market.

Knopp screeding additives
exclusive to CCF
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Insulation

The race is on to cut carbon emissions
in the household sector by March 2011.
New rules known as CERT put the onus
on the energy companies to promote
energy efficiency and reduce emissions
from domestic dwellings. There are stiff
targets associated with CERT – short
for Carbon Emissions Reduction Target
– and financial penalties if the energy
companies fail to meet them.

For builders, developers, and insulation specialists,
CERT is an opportunity and a challenge. Industry
experts believe that the trade will have to insulate
100 lofts and cavities during every working hour of
the three-year CERT programme if government
targets are to be met. So there’s plenty of business
to be won for installers who do their homework.

££22..88  bbiilllliioonn  iinnvveessttmmeenntt  pprrooggrraammmmee
Funding for CERT will come from the energy
companies. The government estimates that energy
suppliers will have to invest about £1.5 billion if
they are to cut lifetime CO2 emissions by 154
million tonnes. To put it another way, they have to
generate annual savings of 4.2 million tonnes of
CO2 which is equivalent to the emissions from
700,000 homes.

In addition, energy suppliers have to generate at
least 40% of those CO2 savings from a priority
group of low-income, disabled, and elderly energy
consumers. Before the introduction of CERT, the
elderly (over-70s) were not eligible for this kind of
fuel support.

OOvveerr  ssiixx  mmiilllliioonn  iinnssuullaattiioonn  pprroojjeeccttss
The task now is to translate CO2 targets into real
household projects. To generate these savings, the
energy companies say that they will have to
insulate 3.18 million wall cavities and three million
lofts within the existing housing stock.

TThheerree’’ss  bbuussiinneessss  ttoo  bbee  wwoonn
Much of the business resulting from this scheme
will go to specialist contractors who deal direct
with the energy companies. Nevertheless, the
publicity will spur many more home and business
owners to think about insulation so there’s clearly
plenty of business to be won.

PPlleennttyy  ooff  ggllaassss  wwooooll  aanndd  bblloowwnn  ggllaassss  aatt  CCCCFF
Experts believe that most of the insulation projects
within CERT will be completed using glass wool
and CCF holds plenty of insulation materials from
leading brands including the UK’s first carbon
neutral loft insulation, CarbonZero from Knauf
Insulation. 

CarbonZero is a low density glass mineral wool loft
roll which is lightweight, flexible and combines
thermal, acoustic and fire performances and is
available in 100, 150, 170 and 200mm from CCF
branches nationwide.

At CCF we understand the regulations, we know
the materials and the manufacturers and offer
competitive pricing and deliveries on time and in
full – the service and advice that you can trust!

For further information or if you need any advice
on how to capitalise on the opportunities available,
please contact your local CCF branch or visit
www.ccfltd.co.uk

CCF a dead CERT for
carbon reductions 
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Insulation

Crown Loft Roll “One” is an ultra thick glass
mineral wool product intended to be used as a
single-layer loft insulation solution, eliminating the
requirement for cross-layering as it achieves
Building Regulations compliance in just one layer.
It is available ready-cut to fit timber joists at either
400mm or 600mm centres.  

Made from a high content of recycled glass bottles,
free from CFCs, HCFCs and any other material with
ozone depletion potential in its manufacture and
content, Crown Loft Roll “One” combines all the
sustainability qualities of glasswool, along with
excellent thermal, acoustic and fire performance. 

Put simply, Crown Loft Roll “One” reduces
installation time and product handling and
generates less waste.  

Rocksilk Flexible Slab

Crown Loft Roll “One”

Knauf Insulation’s Rocksilk Flexible Slab
is multi purpose insulation, designed for
installers wanting the convenience of a
single product that can be used in a
wide range of projects.

With excellent thermal and acoustic insulation
properties plus the safest A1 fire classification
available, the flexibility of Rocksilk Flexible Slab
allows it to be used in a wide range of applications
including:

•  Internal partitions; 
•  Internal and separating floors; 
•  Timber and metal stud separating walls;
•  Loft conversions 
•  Room-in-roof applications. 

Rocksilk Flexible Slab reduces noise transmission
through internal partitions and floors, whilst 
also reducing heat loss and increasing energy
efficiency due to its excellent thermal
performance.  

Rocksilk Flexible Slab is an ideal choice for
providing a total insulation solution and is available
from CCF branches nationwide.
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Insulation

Isover’s APR 1200 roll is designed to provide high
levels of acoustic enhancement to partitioning and
dry wall systems in walls and floors and is the only
glass wool product specified under British Gypsum’s
life-long SpecSure system performance warranty.

Designed by BDP architects and patients of the Royal
Alexandra Hospital for Sick Children, the £36 million
project transforms the former Edwardian hospital
into a modern unit fit for 21st century healthcare on
the site of the Royal Sussex County Hospital.

Known as ‘The Ark’ due to its distinctive shape and
proximity to the sea, it is designed to be open, full
of sunlight and colour, and outward looking with no
closed, claustrophobic corridors. More than
10,000m2 of Isover’s APR 1200 was installed by
main contractors Kajima Europe. 

As one of only seven dedicated paediatric hospitals
in the UK, the landmark development contains 100
inpatient beds, three operating theatres, diagnostic
and treatment facilities, an intensive care unit,
cancer day centre, parent accommodation and
children’s sun-decked play areas with panoramic
views along the Brighton seafront. 

APR 1200 offers excellent fire performance and
has a zero ODP (Ozone Depletion Potential) and
GWP (Global Warning Potential) rating. The product
is also fully compatible with all standard building
materials and components and is easy for the
contractor to handle and install.

Isover’s head of innovation Gerry Mitchell said:
“Sometimes it takes a project such as The Ark to
put the benefits of acoustic insulation into
perspective. The bottom line is that there will be a
more comfortable environment for the children
being cared for and more pleasant working
conditions for medical staff.”

Isover helps to push 
the boat out
Acoustic insulation from Saint-Gobain Isover is helping to keep the noise down at ‘The Ark’ - 
a new state-of-the-art PFI children’s hospital in Brighton.

“Sometimes it takes a project such as
The Ark to put the benefits of acoustic
insulation into perspective.”



EPS awarded top rating 
for sustainability

“We are delighted with the recent results of the
Green Guide,” explains Richard Lee, Sales Director of
Vencel Resil.  “This just confirms what we have long
recognised - that EPS is one of the most sustainable
and best performing materials on the market.”

The Green Guide offers independent advice and
guidance on the selection of building products to
enable architects, developers and contractors to
make informed decisions relating to sustainability.

The Green Guide assigned an ‘A’+ rating to EPS
after comparing common thermal resistance of

different insulation materials to enable a fair 
comparison. Materials were ranked both on the
basis that the benefit of using any of the insulations
listed in the guide will outweigh the embodied
environmental impact of their manufacture,
installation and end of life disposal over the life cycle.
Expanded polystyrene was also rated highly due to its
low environmental impact.  It has a Global Warming
Potential (GWP) and Ozone Depletion Potential (ODP)
both of zero, which is exemplary.

Other sustainable benefits of EPS are that it is also
free from HCFCs, completely inert and because it
is 100 per cent recyclable, it can be ground and
re-used in a whole range of other products.

Richard Lee continues: “Sustainable materials are
in demand at the moment within the construction
industry, due to the tighter building regulations and
the Code for Sustainable Homes.  Materials such
as expanded polystyrene that have been proved to
have exemplary ‘green’ attributes really do offer a
compelling choice to the market.”

Vencel Resil produces a full range of insulation
products and solutions under the Jablite brand, 
all of which are manufactured from expanded 
polystyrene.  Jablite is a unique range of EPS
insulation ideal for use in floor, wall and roof
applications. It is ideal for use in both domestic
and commercial specifications.

Vencel Resil, the manufacturer of Jablite Insulation, 
is celebrating the results of research carried out by the 
BRE (British Research Establishment), in which expanded
polystyrene (EPS) was awarded an A+ rating.

This is the highest possible
ranking for any material, putting
it at the top of the list for
specifiers looking for insulation
materials with the very best
sustainability credentials.
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Insulation



Saint-Gobain Isover launched RD35 (E-WM-8) in
2005 as a response to the requirements of the
new Part E Acoustic Regulations which required 
a Robust Detail–approved system to avoid
pre-completion sound testing. 

Regional housebuilder Macbryde Homes, who
were one of the first developers to adopt this
construction method, were able to finish
developments days ahead of schedule and were so
impressed with the savings it is now their standard
method for party wall construction.

Macbryde’s design director Ian Hornby said.
“Isover’s RD35 system can be installed in all
temperatures, in a fraction of the time a parge coat
takes, and without the mess and labour involved
when using wet cement. And because it’s
manufactured from 80% recycled material, it’s
vastly more environmentally friendly than cement.”

Now research by Isover shows cost savings of
more than 20% can be made in materials and
labour because the party wall does not have to be
plastered on both sides. Neither does the
contractor have to wait for the parge coats to dry -
another time saving. 

The basic wall construction of E-WM-8 also
ensures one credit under the Code for Sustainable
Homes, while increasing the design cavity to
100mm attracts three. 

Gerry Mitchell, Isover’s head of innovation, said:
“Housebuilders’ revenues and profits are falling
and they are seeking ways to work with their
suppliers to cut costs and minimise the impact. 

Here we have the cheapest masonry wall Robust
Detail construction which can save around 20%
compared to other solutions.”

All other Robust Detail masonry party wall
constructions force housebuilders to revert to a
wet trade internal wall lining, generally involving
sand and cement, away from the plasterboard-
on-dabs method that had been their preferred 
one for years.

Isover RD35 high-performance acoustic slabs are
positioned in the party wall cavity in conjunction
with plasterboard-on-dabs dry lining, allowing
housebuilders to revert to their preferred method
of construction. It is the only Robust
Detail-approved alternative to cement-based
solutions. As such, it has attracted tens of
thousands of plot registrations to date.

17CCF TradeTalk

Isover insulation 
system can cut house 
building costs by 20%
Despite the downfall in the property
market, housebuilders looking for cost
savings on current developments can
salvage more than 20% using RD35 -
a Robust Details-approved party wall
insulation system from Isover that has
also won up to three credits under the
Code for Sustainable Homes.

Insulation
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Celotex launches revolutionary
fire protection PIR insulation

Insulation

The most cost effective, thermally efficient, rigid
insulation boards, FR4000 and CG4000, offer Class
O fire performance throughout the entire product –
not just the foam core, unlike competitor products.
The PIR boards enable builders to achieve
premium fire performance across all applications
that have demanding requirements, such as
hospitals and schools.  

Both FR4000 and CG4000 boards comprise a rigid
polyisocyanurate foam core with low emissivity
textured aluminium foil facers that allow for
greater thermal performance.  As a result, some
applications may require up to 5mm less product,
saving space and cost.  With a consistent Lambda
value throughout the entire product range, FR4000
and CG4000 provide a straightforward
specification platform. 

Specifically targeted at pitched roof and wall
applications, FR4000 is available in a number of
thicknesses ranging from 25 - 90mm, and features
a semi decorative finish.  

CG4000 is suitable for partial fill cavity wall
applications and is available in 40 – 80mm
thicknesses and in 1200mm x 450mm board sizes.   

“Some projects and applications require enhanced
fire performance characteristics, so we are
delighted to now be in a position to address this
need,” says Richard Pemberton, Chief Executive of
Celotex.  “Of course, our standard insulation
boards are still perfectly suitable for use where fire
performance hasn’t been specified as critical to a
project’s success. With the addition of these Class
O products to our range, we feel our offering is
amongst the best available.” 

Celotex is the UK’s leading manufacturer of high
performance PIR insulation boards. Its range
encompasses the thinnest and thickest boards
available to the construction industry. As an
innovator within the insulation sector, Celotex is
committed to an extensive programme of research
and development. All of the company’s products
are manufactured at its plant in Suffolk, from

where its dedicated Technical Support team offers
advice and calculations for compliance with
building regulations.

By utilising groundbreaking technology, Celotex has achieved complete Class O fire
performance compliance with its two newest insulation boards.



The findings are the results of the latest product trial
carried out at the Brooklands Hospital, part of the
Coventry and Warwickshire Partnership Trust. 

Designed specifically for high traffic areas, SSG was
installed in a heavily used corridor which is regularly
damaged and requires frequent repair and
redecoration. 

According to Scott Hatfield, the hospital’s Estate’s
Manager, the benefits of SSG were apparent on 
installation: “The plaster itself is often damaged and
pitted and whilst this would normally require the
corridor to be shut down during repair and repainting,
the thickness of SSG allowed us to simply hang the
wallcovering - leaving a perfect finish - without
disruption to users.  This had a real impact on the initial
costs but also on the on-going maintenance budget.

Since SSG was installed we have not had to undertake
any repairs. 

Consequently, from our point of view the results are
excellent both in terms of aesthetics and cost savings.”

As a result of the trial SSG is likely to be used in other
parts of the hospital. 

SSG, a fabric backed, vinyl wallcovering is available in
a standard contract width of 1300mm in a variety of
colours and finishes. It can also be treated with a
Tedlar® coating - a protective film applied during
manufacture - to create a fully washable, dirt-repellant
finish. 

SSG is a cost effective alternative to paint which would
require repairing and repainting many more times in a
comparable lifecycle. 

A longer maintenance cycle, reduced costs and less disruption during
installation are the proven benefits of SSG, the latest hardwearing
wallcovering from Muraspec. 
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Excel partitioning puts
easyJet over the moon

SSG trial sets standard at
Brooklands Hospital

Partitioning

When easyJet wanted their own kiosk at Liverpool
John Lennon Airport, they turned to local design
company cre8space to design and install it. easyJet’s
brief was intriguing: ‘give us a kiosk that doesn’t look
like it’s anything to do with us when we’re not there,
but which is clearly branded when we are’.

So cre8space’s designer, Rob Sutton, immediately
thought of Excel, the partitioning system that’s
exclusive to CCF.

“I’ve used Excel many times before,” says Rob. “It’s
simple and adaptable; it’s a system that I can design
to all sorts of projects.”

NNooww  yyoouu  sseeee  uuss,,  nnooww  yyoouu  ddoonn’’tt
Rob used Excel’s adaptability to meet easyJet’s
yes-it-is-no-it-isn’t brief. He created reversible panels
that easyJet staff can lift out and replace each time
they come on or off duty. When no one’s there, the
panels show the corporate blue of Liverpool Airport.
The structure blends in; it doesn’t look like an
unmanned easyJet kiosk. But when there’s work to be
done, easyJet staff turn the panels to display the

familiar logo and orange livery.

AAddaappttiinngg  EExxcceell  ttoo  bbee  ffrreeee--ssttaannddiinngg
An even more challenging design constraint was that
the kiosk had to be free-standing.

Rob explains: “I knew that Excel wasn’t designed for
free-standing applications, but I worked out that if I
added some hidden interior bracing, it would stand on
its own two feet. And that’s how it turned out. The
kiosk is as solid as a rock.”
easyJet staff were pleased too. According to Rob, they
were ‘over the moon’.

Rob was equally delighted with the help he got from
CCF Liverpool. “The service was really quick,” he says.
“They even organised powder coating for me in the
Liverpool John Lennon corporate blue.”

CCF offers complete partitioning solutions, including a
CAD design service.  If your not sure what’s best for
your projects or if you would like to find out more
about Excel and other systems available from CCF
contact your local CCF branch or visit www.ccfltd.c.uk.
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